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THE 


SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE, &c. 


t. þ H E Scripture ſaith, " God hath choſen us 
N in Clrif, before the Foundation of the 

. World, that we ſhould be holy, and with- 

out Blame before him in Love. And St. 

Peter calls the Saints, * Elef according to the Fore- 

knowledge of God the Father, thro SanAification of the 


- Spirit, unto Obedience. And St. Paul faith unto them, 


ing of the Glory of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


. 3 God hath from the beginning choſen you to Salvation, 
thro' Sancti cation of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth; 
;  avhereunto he hath called you hy our Goſpel, to the obtain- 
22. From all theſe Places of Scripture it is plain that 
_ Godhathchoſen ſome to Life and Glory, before or from 
the Foundation of the World. And the Wiſdom of all 
Chriſtians is, To labour that their Judgments may be 
informed herein, according to the Scripture. And to 
that End let us conſider the manner of God's ſpeaking 
J Me ES 
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Dead, and calleth Things that are not as tho 
Obſerve, God ſpeaks then, at that preſent Time, 10 
Abraham, ſaying, I have mate thee a Father of many 
Nations, notwithſtanding Abraham was not at that Time 


154.4 


"FM God ſaith to Abraham, Rom. iv. 17. 4 it is 
| avvitten, I hawe made thee a Pather of many Nations be- 
fore him æubom he believed, ev.n God who MF ge the 


they ævere. 


the Father of one Child, but Hmacl. How then muſt 


we underſtand. I Have made thee a Father of many Nations ? 


4. The apo tells us plairly, it was ſo, Before 


God, wha ca eth 75 'Ags that are not, as the? tl ey abe * 


And ſo he calleth Abraham, The Father of many Nations, 
tho” he was not as yet; tho' he was not as yet the Fa- 


ther even of Jaac, in . his Seed avas to be called. 


5. God vſeth the ſame Manner of Speaking, when 8 
he calleth Chriſt, * The Lamb ſlain from the Foundation 


of the Worlil; ale in Deed he was not ſlain for ſeve- 
ral thouſand Years after. Hence therefore we may 
cally underſtand what he ſpeaketh of Elefing Fee, 
the Foundation of the World, _ 1 
6. God calleth Abraham a Father of many Nations, -: 
tho' not ſo at that Time. He calleth Chriſt The Lanb 
Hain from the Foundation of the World, tho' not flain vill 


he was a Man in the Fi;eſh. Even ſo he calleth Men 


Elected from the Foundation of the World, tho not elect- 
ed till they were Mea in the Fleſh. Vet it is all fo be- 
fore God, who knowing all things from Eternity, 

calleth Things. that are not, as tho' th were. 


7. By all which it is clear, that as "Chriſt was called 7 
The Lamb. ſlain from the Foundation of the World, and 


| 5 not flain till ſeveral thouſand Years after, till the 


ay of his Death; ſo alſo Men are called Ele# from 


the foundation of the World, and yet arc not elected per- 
- haps till ſeveral thouſand” Years after, till the Day of 
their Converſion to God, 


8. And ingeed this is plain, without going farther, 


from thoſe very Words of St. Peter, Elea, according 14 
to the Fore-Ino wuledge of God, thro' W cation 275 the 


Wirth; ants Obedience. For. | 


5 1 Rev. XIii. 8. s 


. 55 PLAN 
If the Elect are choſen thro? the Sancti fication of the 


Spirit, then they were not choſen before they were ſanc- 


tify'd by the Spirit. But they were not ſanctify'd by 


the Spirit, before they had a Being. Ir is plain then 7 
neither were they choſen from the Foundation of the 
World. But God calleth Things that are not, as tho" they 


were. | . 
9. This is alſo plain from thoſe Words of St. Paul, 
God hath from the heginning choſen y2u unto Salvation, thro” 
Sancti fication of the Sp rt, and Belief of the Truth, Now, 
If the Saints are choſen to Salvation, thro? believin 
of the Truth, and were called to believe that Truth by 


the hearing of the Goſpel, then they were not choſen 
| betore they believed the Truth, and before they heard 
the Goſpel, whereby they were called to believe. But 


they were choſen thro? Beliet ot the Truth, and called 
to believe it by the Goſpe!. Therefore they were not 
choſen before they believed; much leſs before they ha 


2 Being, any more than Chriſt was ſlain, before he had 
. a Being. So plain is it, that they were not elected, 


till they believed; altho' God calleth Things that are not, 


as tho they avere, | 


10. Again, how plain is it, where St. Paul ſaith | 


that they whom " God did predeflinate, according to 


the Counſel of bis own Will, to be to the Praiſe of his Gli, 
were ſuch as did firft rru/{ in Chriſt? And inthe very 


next Verſe, he ſaith, that they ruſed in Chriſt, after £ 
they hrard the Word of Truth (not before.) But they 


did not hear the Word before they were born. There- 


fore, it is plain, the Act of Election is in Time, tho? 


known of God befcre ; who, according to his Know- 


ledge, often ſpeaketh of the Things which are not, as 


tho) they were. And thus is the great Stumbling- block 


about Election taken away, that Men may make their 
Calling and Election ſure. 2 


11. The Scripture tells us as plainly what Predeſti- 


nation is: It is, Gcd*s fore-appointing obedient Belie- 
vers to Salvation, not without, but according to his Fore- 
| kngwledge of all their Works, from the Foundation of the 


World, And ſo likewiſe he predeſtinates or fore-ap- 
| . * 3 8 | point | 


FF 
points all diſobedient Unbelievers to Damnation, not 
without, but according to his Fore-Knoæuledge or̃ all their 
Works, from the Foundation of the World. 8 
12. Me may conſider this a little farther. God 
from the Foakdation of the world, fore-knew all men's | 
| believing or not believing. And according to this his 
Fore-knowledge, he choſe or elected all obedient Be- 
lievers, as ſuch, to Salvation, and refuſed or reprobated 
all difobedient Unbelievers, as ſuch, to Damnation, 
Thus the Scriptures teach us to conſider Election and 
Reprobation, according to the Ferc-inowledge of God 
from the Foundation of the World. Fi 
14. But here ſome may object, that I hold our Faith 
and Obedience to be the Cauſe of God's electing us to 
Glory, SG 
I awe, I dd hold, That Faith in Chriſt producing 
Obedience to him is @ Cauſe without which God elect- 
eth none to Glory; for we gever read of God's electing 
to Glory, any who liv'd and died a diſobedient Unbe- 
| liever, But I do not hold, that it is te Cauſe for which 
he elects any: The contrary of this is eaſily ſnewn, thus 
_ _ Suppoſe my Obedience is a Cauſe of my Election to 
Salvation, What is the Cauſe of my Obedience? 
Au. My Love to Chriſt. % 
But what is the Cauſe of my Lore to Chriſt? 
_ As}. My Faith in Chriſt. 1 
But what is the Cauſe of my Faith in Chriſt ? 
Au. The Preaching of the Goppel of Chriſt. N 
But what is the Cauſe of the Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel to us? A. Chriſt's dying for us 4 
But what is the Cauſe of Chriſt's dying for us? 
Aſ. God's great Love of Pity wherewith he loved 
us, even when we were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
14. Thus all Men may ſec, that I do not hold God 
_ Choſe any Man to Life and Salvation for any Good 
which he had done, or for any which was in him, be- 
fore he put it there. And this I ſhall now ſhew more 


at large from the Oracles of God. 


1. God's great Love of Pity, wherewith he loved 
the Sons of Men, even while they were dead in Tref- 
paſſes and Sins, was the Cauſe of his ſending his * 


95 3 | 
die for them ; as appears from the following Scriptures : 
1. God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begot- 


- 


ten Son, to the End that all who believe in him, ſhould not 


| periſh but have everiaſling Life, For à a abe were 
- yet <without Strength, in due Time Chrift died for the Un- 
| godly, And, God commendeth his Lowg to us, in that 

. awhile ave cbere yet Sinners, Chrift died for us. 
+ 2. Chrilt's dying for our fins is the Cauſe of the 
Goſpel's being preach'd tous, as appears from thoſe 
Scriptures, 3 Jeſus came and /pake unto them, ſaying, 


| World and preach the Geſpil to every Creature. 
. 3. The Goſpel's being preached to Sinners is the 
| Cauſe of their believing, as appears from thoſe Scrip- 
| tures, 5 How ſhall they call ea bim in whom they have 
- | - mot belirved? And how ſhall they believe in him of com 


| by the Word cf God. © . by 
4 4. Men's believing is the cauſe of their Juſtification, 
1 as appears from thoſe Scriptures, N him all that Be- 
lic: are juſtified from all Things. ,? He is the Fuſfbiſier 


of all that believe in Jeſus. Ther, fore we conclude that a 


alone, that it was "imputed to him; but for us alſo to 
| hom it ſhall be imputed, if we believe on. him that raiſed 
up Feſus from the Dead; «tho was delivered for our Of 
fences, and roſe again for our Fr fificatiom. 
F. Ovr knowing ourſelves ju ſtiſied by Faith is the 


but that he loved us, and ſent his 

for our Sins, i We love bim, 
Feb til. 16. Rom. v, 

XXviti.. 18. 1 Mart vvi. 1:6 
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lowed us. 


. Nom . 1 e. 8 
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A, 
2. bo 


All power is given unto me in Heaven and Earth. Go ye 
therefore and teach all Nations, 4 Go ye into all the 


they have not heard ? And how thall they hear <vithout a 
Preacher ? So then Faith cem:th by hearing, and hearing 


Man is juftified by Faith, without; the Deed. of the Law. 
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed to him 


for Righteouſneſs. Now it was not, auritien for his Sale 


Cauſe of our Loye to Chriſt, as appears from theſe | 
Scriptures, 9 Here is Lowe, not that we Iived God, 
ba to bc the * e | 


8% £1:5:4 1:0, Dur: 
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6. Our Love to Chriſt is the Cauſe of our odeyi ing 
him, as appears from thoſe Scriptures, * ye love me 


keep my Commandments, He that hath my Commandments 
aud keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. And, If an) 


Man love me be will keep my Words. For this is th 
Lowe of God, that we _, his Commandments. | 
7. Our obeying Chriſt is the Cauſe of his giving u us 
eternal Life, as appears from thoſe Scriptures, 3 Not 
every ont that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, all enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven ; but he that doth the Will of 
my Father which is in Heaven, 4 Bleſſed are they that 


do his Commandnents, that they may have Right to the 


Tree of Life, and may eter in thro' the Gates into the City. 
And 3 Chr'f being made perfect thro' Sufferings he be- 
caꝶe the Juthor of eternal Salvation to all that "7 him, 
I IS. This may be more briefly expreſt thus : 
God's Lore was the Cauſe of his ſending his 
800 to die for Sinners. 


2. Chriſſ's dying for Sinners is the Cauſe of the. 8 
Goſpel's being preached. 


3. The preaching of the Goſpel is the Cauſe (os 
Means) of our believing- 


4. Our believing 1 is the Cauſe (or Condition) of our 


Juſtification. 


5. The knowing ourſelves juſtified thro? his Blood, 


is the Cauſe of our Love to Chriſt. 


6. Our Love to Chriſt is the Cauſe of our Obedi- 


ence to him. 


7. Our Obedience to Chriſt; is the Cauſe of his be. 


coming the Author of eternal Salvation to us. 


16. Theſe following Thing; therefore ought wel. 


to " conſidered by all that tear God. 


There was a Neceſſity of Gol's Love in fniding 


| his Son to die for us, without which he had not come 


2. There was a Neceſſity of Chriſt 8 Lene, in 8 550 
for us, without which the Beg could not have been 


3. There 


„ Jr. th, 2. e. vn: hv. 3. Hatt. 
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3. There was a Neceſſity of the Goſpel's being preach · 
ed, without which there could have been no beliering. 
4. There is a Neceſſity of our believing the Goſpel, 
without which we cannot be juſtified. FE 
g. There is a Neceflity of our being juſtified by 
Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, without which we cannot 
come to know that he loved us, and waſhed ns from our 
Sins in his au Blood. F 
6. There is a neceſſity of our knowing his love, who 
firſt loved us, without which we cannot love him again, 
J. There is a Nec eſſity of our loving him, with - 
out which we cannot keep his Commandments. 
8. There is a Neceſſity of our keeping his command - 
ments, without which we cannot enter into eternal life. 
By all which we ſee, that there is as great a Neceſſi · 
ty ot our keeping the Commandments of Gu d, as there 
was of God's ſending his Son into the World, or of 
Chriſt's dying for our Sins. AT 
17. But for whoſe Sins did Chriſt die? Did he die 
for All Men, or but for Sm? * 343 
To this alfo I ſhall anſwer by the Scriptures, ſhewing 
1. The Teſtimony of all the Prophets, 2. Of the An- 
gel of God. 3. Of Chriſt himſelf. And 4. Of bis 
B ee 
Vir, The Prophet J/aiah ſaith thus, Surely be 
| hath born our Griefs, and carried our Sorrows ; yct did 
we efteem him ſtricken, ſmitten of God and afflifted, 
But he was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſ- 
ed for our Iniquities, the Chaſliſcment of our Peace was 
upon him, and with his ſtripes ave are healed. All we, 
like Sheep, baue gone afiray; wwe have turn'd every one 
to his own wway; and the Lord hath laid on him the Ini- 
_ quities of us all, Thus {/aial ſheweth plainly, that the 
{aiquinies of all thoſe who went aſtray, were laid upon 
Chriſt. And to him the Teſtimony of all the other 
Prophets agreeth : * To him give all the Prophets Mit- 
meſs, that thro his Name whoſoever believeth in him 
hall receive Remiſſion of Sins. The . ſame ſaith that 
1 | 1 great 


1 Jia“ liii. 4, f, 6 2 As . 43. 


4 


great Prophet John the Basti who came lo bear 


Witneſs of the 455 that all Men, bro it nig hel el em.. | = 


| And again, z 'Behold, ſa th he; the Lamb of Gd, that *: © 


taketh away the Sins of the World. Thus have all the 
7 Prophets with one conſent te{iified, that God la upon 
Chreft the Iniquities of all that were gute aſt ay; that he 
is the Lamb of God, which tabteth away the SA A the 
World; that all men thro" him may lel'evec;, and that 
thro his Name whoſoever believeth in him, ſball receive 
Remiſſion of Sins. e ERA cit 
 » Secondly, The Angel of God teſtified the ſame thing, 
ſaying, 3 Fear not; for [bing ycu glad Ti lings of greut 
Jay, which all 5, to all People, which was, that there 
was born unto them a Saviour, chen Chriſt the Lord. 

By this alſo it appears, that Chriſt died jor all Men. 
For elſe it could not have been glad Tidings of great 
Joy, to all People; but rather ſad Tidings to all thoſe 
for whom he died not. 4TH 
_ + Thirdly, We come now to the Words of Chriſt him- 
elf, who knew his own Bufineſs better than any man 


elſe; and therefore, if his teſtimony agree with theſe 


we muſt nceds be convinced that they are true. Now, 
he ſpeaks thus, 4 4 Moſes Iifted up the Serpent in the 
Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of Man te lifted up, that. 
_ <bhoſvever believith in him, ſhould not periſh. Tut have 
everlaſiing Life. For Go /o loa ed tle World, that le 
gave his ouly begotten Son, that whoſcever: believeth in 
him ſbonlil not periſß, but have everlaſting life. For. 
God ſent avt his Son to condemn the World, tas that the. 
World thro” him might be ſawe.l, Thus we fee the words: 
of Chriſt agree with the words of the Provhets,; there- 
fore it muſt needs be own'd that Cbtiſt : id for all; 
Fourtbiy, And now we will hear what the Apoſtles 
-  fay concerning this thing. 5 7% Love of Chrifl, 
_ ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, confiraineth ws, brcauſe wwe thus 
Judge, that if one died for all then were all dead; and. 
_ that be died for all, that they which'live ſhould not hence 
forth live unto themſelvis, but unto. bim that died for 


* thum 
1 if ts. 1, 25 | ® uv. 29 | 3 Fs 75 9 N 18 Jha 
M 317. Se tos 8 | : 


out of the World, therefore the World hateth you. 
11 Tim, ii. 5, 6. * Tit, ii. 11, 3 Heb. ii. . 
4 1 Fohn ii. 2. 5 1 Fobn iv. 14. Jobn zv. 19. 
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them, and roſe again. And to Timothy he ſaith, * 


there is one God, and one Mediator between God and Man, 


the Man Chrift Feſus,. who gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
all, to be teftified in due time, Again, he faith to T;- 
tus, * The Grace of God, which bringeth Salvation to 
all Men, hath appeared. And yet again to the Hebrenvs, 
3 that he, by the Grace of God, tafled death for ev 
Man. And to this agreeth St. John, witneſſing, 4 

is the Propitiation for our Sins; and not for our's only, 
but alſo for the Sins of the whole Worid, And again, 
ſpeaking of himſelf and the reſt of the Apoſtles, he 
ſaith, 5 We have ſeen. and do teftify that the Father 
{int the Son, to be the Saviour of the World. Thus we 
have the Teſtimony of all the Prophets, of the Angel 


of God, of Chriit himſelf, and of his holy Apoſtles, 
all agreeing together in one to prove, that Chriſt died 


for all mankind, | 
18. What then can they, who deny this, ſay ? Why, 
they commonly ſay, All Mer, in theſe Scriptures, does 


not mean All Men. but only the Elec ; that Every Man 
here does not mean Every Man, but only every one of 


the Elect; that The World, does not mean the avhole 
 Wirld, but only the World of Believers ; and that the 

whole World, in St. 2 Words, does not mean be 
_ evhbole World, but on 


If the Scripture no where ſpeaks of a World of Be- 


lievers or. Elect, then we have no Ground, Reaſon, Pres 


| tence or Excuſe for ſaying, Chriſt died only for a world 


of Believers or Elect. But the Scripture no where ſpeaks 
of ſuch a World, Therefore we have no Ground or 


Pretence for ſpeaking thus. 


Nay, the Scripture is fo far from calling Believers or 
elected Perſons, the World, that they are every where 
in Scripture plainly and expreſly diſtinguiſhed from 
The World, * If ye were of the World, faith Chriſt, the 


World would love its own; but becauſe I have choſen you 


- 


y, The whole World of the Elect. 
19. To this ſhameleſs, ſenſeleſs Evaſion, I anſwer 


„ 

20. But let the Seripture itſelf ſpeak, what World. 
| Chrif died for. 1 When aue avere yet without Strength, 
Chrift died for the Ungodly, While aue avere vet Sinners, 
Chrift died for us. When abe were Enemirs, wwe were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son. From all 
which we may clearly ſee, that Chriſt died for the 
World of the Ungodly, for the World F Sinners. tor the 
World of his 3 the Juſt One for the Vorld of the 
unjujt, But the Elect, as Elect, are nut unjuſt, Vhere- 
fore he died not for the Elect, as E'ect ; but even tor 
that World, St. Fohn ſpeaks of, when he fays, The 
_ World lieth in Wickedneſs. 

« If it be ſaid, © The Ele& were Sinners once as 
well as others;” I anſwer, True; but not as they are 
Elect in Chrifl, but as they were out of Chriſt, auithou 
Hope and without God in the World. heretore, to 
that Chriſt died for the Elect, as Elect, is abſolute Non 
ſenſe and Confuſion. | 
232. To put this matter out of Doubt, I would com 
2 theſe following ennie to all ſober · minded 

en. 

I, The Scripture ſaith, Chriſt came to ſeek and to fave - 
that which was loft. 
But the Elect, as Elect, were not . | 
Therefore Chriſt died not for the Elect, a or becauſe 
they were Elect; for that had been to ſeek and fave 
| what was found and ſaved before. 

2. The Scripture ſaith, Chrift died "D the bal. 

But the Elect, as ſuch, are not unjuſt. 

Therefore, Chriſt died not for the E lect, as Elect ; 
for that had been to juſt fy them who were "uit betore. 

3. The Scripture ſaith, Ae came to preach deliv rance 
to the Captive, 
But the Elect, as Elect, are not captive ; for Chriſt 
hath ſet them free. | 
Therefore he died not for the EleRt, as Elect; for 
that had beea to ſet them at Eden who were at Li- 
berty before. "5 
4. The Scripture ſaith, He qxichened thin who —_ 
dead in Treſpaſſes and 4 lich, as were © without Chriss, 


Alien 
4 Rom. v. 65 IO. 
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Al'ens from the common-wwealth of Iſrael, and Strangers 
to the Covenant of Premiſes without Hope and without 
604. in the World. 
But the Elect, as ſuch, are not dead in Treſpaſſes and 
„r, but alive unto God, Neither are they without 
Chrift; tor they ate choſen. in him: Nor are they Ali- 
ens from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to 
the Covenant of Prom ſe. But they are Fellow-Citizens 
evith the Saints, and the Hou ſhell of God. 

Therefore Chriſt died not for the Elect, as or becauſe | 
they were E'ect, For that had been to qu cken them 
that were alive be fore, and to bring them into Cove- 
nant, who were in Covenant before. And thus, by 


theſe Men's Account, our Lord loſt his labour of Love, | 


and accompliſhed A SOLEMN NOTHING! 


23. Thus having ſhewn the grievous Folly of thoſe 


who ſay, that Chrift died for none but the Flef, I ſhall 


no prove by undeniable Reaſons, that he died * all 


Mankind, 2 
Kea. 1. Becauſe all the Prophets, the Angel of 
God, Chriſt himſelf, aud his holy Apoſtles with one 


Corfcar: affirm it. 


Rea/. 2 Becauſe there is not one Scripture, from the 


Beginning of Genefis to the End ot the Revelation, that 
denies it, either negatively, by ſaying, that he did not 


die for ail; or affirmatively, by ſaving, that he did die 


but for ſome. 
Kea. 3. Becauſe be himſelf commanded, that the 


: G0 pel ſhould be preached to every Creature. 
'  Reaf. 4. Becauſe he call th all Men, every where to 


| repeul. 


Reaſ. 5. Becauſe thoſe who periſh, are damned for 
not believing in the Name of the only begotten Son of God, 


" Thereforg, he mult have died for hem. Elſe they 
would be damn'd for not believing a Lye. 

Rca/. C. Becauſe they which are damn'd might have 
been ſaved. For thus faith the Word of God, * They 


received not the Love of the Truth that they might he 


1. acid. 


12 75. ii. 10. 


o 
. ——— —— — co icy — NOS . , 


th. tits 
es. it 


; 140 
* Nherefore God wot ſend them Arong Delufions, 
zo believe a Lie, that they all may be damned. | 
| Reaſ. 7. Becauſe ſome deny the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themſelves favift Defirufion, But they 
could not deny the Lord that bought them, it he had not 
bought them at all. 
23. I ſhall now briefly ſhew the dreadful Abſurdities 
that follow from ſaying Chrift died only for the Eleft. 
I. It Chriſt died not for All, then Unbelief i is no Sin 
in them that finally periſh ; ſeeing there 1s not any 
Thing for thoſe Men to believe unto Salvation, for 
whom Chriſt died not. 
2, If Chriſt 6ied not for All Men, then it would be 
_ a Sin in the greateſt part of Mankind to believe he died 
for Them; ſeeing it would be to believe a Lye, _ 
. Chriſt died not for thoſe that are damned, then | 
they are not damned for Unbelief. Otherwiſe, you 
ſay, that they are damned for not believing a Lie. 
4. If Chriſt died not for All, then thoſe who obey 
Chriſt, by going and preaching the Goſpel to every 
| Creature, as glad Tidings of Grace and Peace of great 
Joy 10 all People, do fin thereby, in that they go to moſt 
People with a Lye in their Mouth. 
| e Chriſt died not for All Men, then God is not 
in Earneſt in calling all Men every where to repent ; For 
| What good could Repentance do thoſe, for whom Chrift 
died not? 
6. If Chriſt died not for all, then why does he ſay 


He is not willing that any ſoul periſh 4 ” Surely he is 
willing, yea reſolved that moſt ſhould periſh ; elſe 
he would have died for them alſo. | 
7. How ſhall God judge the World by the Man Chrif 
Feſus, if Chriſt did not die for the World? Or how 
ſhall he judge them according to the „ when there 
was never any Goſpel or Mercy them; 
25. But, ſay ſome, If Chriſt Go for all, why are 
„not all ſaved?” _ | 
I anſwer, Becau/e they balews not in the Name of the 
only begotten Son of God. Becauſe God called, and 
they refuſed to anſwer ; he flretched out his Hand, and 
they regarded not ; be counſelled them, but they would 


none 
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hone of his Connfels ; he reproved them, but they ſes at 
nought all his Reproofs; they followed after lying Fa- 
mities, and forſook their own Merciss; they denied whe 
Lord that bought them, and ſo brought upon themſelves 
ſwift Deflrudtion ; And becauſe they received not the Love 
of the Truth, that they might be ſaved, therefore (if you 
would know wherefore) God gave them up te believe 
4 Tye, and to be damned. How often (ſaith our Lord) 
would I have gathered you together, and ye would not? 
Ze would not. Here is the plain Reaſon, - why all 
| Men are not ſaved. For God promiſeth no Man 
Salvation, whether he will or no. But leaveth 
them to everlaſting Deſtruction, who will not believe 
26. O, then you are an Arminian! You are a 
„ Free-aviller., You hold Free-will in Man!“ py 
1 hold nothing but what the Scripture ſaith; and 
that you ſnall give me Leave to hold. I do not hold. 
that any Man has any Will or Power of himſelf, to do 
any Thing that is Good; but by the Grace of God we 
| may do all Things, 1 have already ſhewn, he hath. 
given Chriſt for all Men And he u ſpared not his own 
Jon, but delivered 2 for us all, how ſhall he not avith- 
him freely give us all Things? And what Man kooweth. 
not, that is, if he make Uſe of all the Will and Power 
God hath given him, God will double his Talent, and 
give him more? If any therefore defire to have more, 
let him faithfully improve what he has. Likewiſe 
what Man is he, who doth not know that he is not. 
condemn'd, for xot doing what H could not do, but for 
| leaving undone what he could have done if be woulds 
Let any Man deny it if he can. T5 
27. What then, may all Men be ſaved if they 
< will” | ART | . 
Before I anſwer this Queſtion directly, I ſhall ſhe ur 
that thofe who afl it, are themſelves compell'd to grant 
as much Freedom of Will, as we deſire to plead far. 
For 1. The Aſſembly of Divines, in their Confeſſian 
of Faith, c. 9. do expreſly ſay, God hath exdowed the, 
Will of Man with that natural Liberty, thai it is neither 
Foreed, nor by any ab/olmte Neceſſity. detehenined to do Good 
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and perhaps more. For, 
this Freedom of Will, not naturally, but ly Gracc. 


own Free-Grace he gave the Promiſe of a Saviour to 
dim and his Poſterity, graciouſly reſtored to Mankind 
A Liberty and Power to accept of proffered Salvation. 
And in all this, Man's boaſting is excluded; the wWhe 
of that which is Good in him, even from the firſt Mo- 
tion of his Will, being of Grace and not of Nature. 


And now we come directly io the Qyeſtion, Whether: ; 
All Men may be faved if they will ? 0 


miſed; I anſwer, 1. What ſhould hinder them mſn 
be willing > For 2. God is not willing that any ould: 


fav'd. And Cherift is willing * | 
World, but to ſave the Wor 1. And how Nd he weer 


| them together, even as an Hen gathereth her Chickevs. 
under her Wings, but they would not? And now, what 1 
| binders Men's Salvatipagbur that ſame, they would ,t??? 


Call, and hearken to his Reproof, and wait for hiæ 
Counſels, and receive Power from on high to liye to 
bim who died for them, walking in all his Commands 
ments and Ordinances blameleſs, and following bins 
Whitherſoe ver he goeth. This way is ſo narrow that 
few care to walk therein; and therefore they ate no 
ſaved, even becauſe reel the Counſtl of God againſt 
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or Evil. 2. Mr. Baxter, in the Preface of his ca ö 
to the Unconverted, ſays, that Calvin as avell as Arminius 
held Free- vuill, and that 20 Man of Brains denieth, 5 
Man hath a Will that is naturally free; it is free from 
* Fi olence, it is a Jelf- determining Principle. Sure nere. 1 


is as much ſaid for Free-will, as any Man need to ſay, 


The Difference between us, is this. Tbey "oY An 
hath a Will which is naturally free. We ſay, Man bath, 


We believe, that in the Moment Adam fell, he bad 
no Freedom of Will left; Bur that God, when: of lit" 


28. To thoſe who. have confider'd what has been. 


periſh; yea 3- He is willing that all Men ſhould be [ 
Br he came not to juelge be o 


over Jeru/alim? How often would he hive gather'd. 


29. They would not, they will not come at Chriſt's. 122 
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